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Ben:

Come on then folks, off to bed. Find yourself a bit of floor if the beds
are full. Sleep well.
TAKE CHAIRS AND TABLES AWAY. ALL GOES QUIET, WITH
JUST THE OCCASIONAL SNORE

Guest 1:

You're lying on my head

Guest 2:

The only four-star bit about this hotel is that that's how many stars I
can see through the roof!
MEANWHILE, JOSEPH AND MARY APPROACH THE DOOR
OF AN INN.

Joseph:

A room for the night sir? Please, my wife is heavy with child. We
must have somewhere to stay.
SONG: NO ROOM CD Track 4

Joseph:
Ben:

Thank you so much, Mr...?
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Ben. You can call me Ben. Your first time, is it?

Joseph:

Yes, but we've read all the books. We know all the proper relaxation
exercises. We'll try with just the gas and air at first.

Ben:

Sorry, what I meant was - is it your first time to Bethlehem?

Joseph

Oh. Yes it is.

Ben:

Anyway, it’s a nice place. Try and see the sights if you've got nothing
better to do. King David's birthplace is well worth a visit. And the hills
around the town are great for walking, if you can avoid meeting any
shepherds. Dreadful smelly people!
SCENE 2: Out on a hill somewhere nearby...
A NUMBER OF SHEPHERDS ENTER WITH SHEEP (SOME
YOUNGER CHILDREN DRESSED UP IF DESIRED)

Shepherd 1:

Hey Seth, wake up!

Shepherd 2:

What?

Shepherd 1:

You fell asleep again.

Shepherd 2:

I did? Counting sheep always makes me fall asleep.
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THEY GO TO THE MANGER AND LOOK AT THE BABY
Villager 2:

Just looks like any other baby to me. All red and wrinkled.

Villager 3:

Yeah, just like my auntie.

Villager 4:

Here, wouldn’t we know if a new king was born? Wouldn’t there be
parades and all that?

Shepherd 2: We don’t know about that. What we do know is that God told us the
Saviour had been born. And here he is, lying in a manger, just as the
angels said.
Wiseman 2: You have to look further than the appearance of things. There is something happening here which is bigger than all of us. The Heavens
themselves have led us here.
Wiseman 3: All we have to do is believe.
Ben:

And that's it. The end of my story. As I said, Bethlehem wasn't all that
quiet, but I suppose it was pretty quiet for the birth of a King. No great
big parades. No celebrations. Just a stable, some visiting strangers,
and me. But I could see what they were talking about. As soon as I
looked at him, I knew. And then I just had to change the name of my
inn. The Bethlehem Royale. You see, a king was born there.
SONG: WHO COULD THIS BE? CD Track 9
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